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The Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches is a group of
over 100 evangelical churches in England, Wales, and Northern
Ireland.

CORONVIRUS UPDATE .... 22 JULY 2020
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From Friday, in England, we will all be asked to wear face coverings
when we go to the shops and other public places. As you might
expect, this includes church. Government guidance updated on 17th
July states the following:
"People are also encouraged to wear face coverings in enclosed
public spaces where there are people they do not normally meet, such
as a place of worship." full text here
In line with that guidance, EFCC has added an additional requirement
to the guidance issued on 6th July: 4.5 All worshippers, except
those who are medically exempted, should wear face coverings
while they are on church premises.
Many churches have already put that requirement in place but any
who are considering re-opening and have yet to complete a Risk
Assessment should include the wearing of face coverings. Any
churches where EFCC are all-purpose trustees MUST meet this
requirement.
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EFCC Guidelines:
"5.4 The preacher/service leader
must be as far away from the
congregation as the room will
reasonably allow and the use of a
Perspex shield in front of that person
is advised to provide an additional
layer of protection."
Given the introduction of face
coverings for all worshippers, EFCC
now encourages preachers to consider the use of a face shield where a
Perspex screen is not practical.

There is a risk of Legionnaires disease where washing and drinking water
supplies are left standing for a length of time. Prior to re-opening, EFCC
recommend that a simple Legionella risk assessment is included as part of your
mandatory Covid risk assessment. This is especially important for larger
churches with hot or cold water tanks. For those who need a little more
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information on the topic, Bexley Council have a useful short guide.
EFCC has added an additional requirement to the guidance issued on 6th
July: 3.10 A Legionella risk assessment must be carried out and steps
taken to limit risk.
Any churches where EFCC are all-purpose trustees MUST meet this
requirement.

We are here to help - if you are in any doubt about any aspect of re-opening,
including risk assessment, contact Steve Horton, who will do his very best to
help.

The Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches is a registered charity no. 262802.
If you wish to be removed from this mailing list, or want to update your email address, please
contact paulwalker@efcc.org.uk
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