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The Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches is a group of 

over 100 evangelical churches in England, Wales, and Northern 

Ireland.    

                                                      
 

  

CORONVIRUS UPDATE .... 29 JULY 2020 

This e-mail is primarily for those churches where EFCC acts as the all-purpose 
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trustee.  However, we circulate it to all our churches for information and as a way 

of sharing best practice. 

   

The fluid 'science' of risk assessments 

For many church leaders, formal risk assessments are a new 

subject.  However, informal risk assessments are something we do 

every day without thinking about it.  Just a casual, "can I have a chat 

sometime about that last sermon?" sets your auto-risk assessment 

process running!  Does this person have a track record of finding 

fault?    Is the person saying those things a trusted elder? 

 

And that risk assessment may produce a different outcome 24 hours 

later.  So risk assessments are rarely meant to be set in stone.  They 

are a response to how we see and hear things at the time we carried 

out the assessment.  For this reason, HSE acknowledge the 

importance of revisiting risk assessments:  

Few workplaces stay the same. Sooner or later, you will bring in new 

equipment, substances and procedures that could lead to new 

hazards. So it makes sense to review what you are doing on an 

ongoing basis, look at your risk assessment again and ask yourself: 

 Have there been any significant changes? 

 Are there improvements you still need to make? 

 Have your workers spotted a problem?   
https://www.hse.gov.uk/risk/review-your-assessment.htm 

As lockdown restrictions are lifted, guidance from UK governments 

changes routinely.  Often without any announcement.  The big issues - 

like face coverings - are all over the media but issues like multiple 

entry points get no acknowledgement when introduced. 
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And, as churches work with their own risk assessments, many built 

upon advice from EFCC, they find some things work well and other 

things are difficult to implement. 

 

So, as we observe changes in guidance or as your feedback suggests 

alternative approaches, we will share those things with you.  Our 

intention is simple - we want to help all our churches to re-open as 

swiftly as they would like, irrespective of their size and irrespective of 

who the Trustees are.  Our intention is to help and support you as you 

re-open, seek to worship God, build up believers and take the Gospel 

to the lost.  

 

The updates below are as a result of churches telling us that more 

guidance is necessary or that existing guidance is not as helpful as it 

might be.  In that latter case, we would apologise where we have been 

less than helpful.  But we would be very happy to continue to receive 

feedback on how the risk assessment process is working for you and 

ways in which you feel that you can help other churches learn from 

your experience. 
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Churches across the UK have been looking forward to meeting again around 

the Lord's Table.  EFCC has produced short guidance.  Churches where 

EFCC is all-purpose Trustee MUST submit a risk assessment for approval 

before holding a Communion service.  

 
 

  

 

To mask or not to mask, that is the question. 

 

To bring EFCC Guidance into line with that issued by Westminster and 

Stormont, we amend  guidance for churches in England and Northern Ireland 

as follows: 4.5 All worshippers, except those who are medically exempted, 

should be encouraged to wear face coverings while they are in church.  

 

Following the guidance from Senedd, Churches in Wales are presently not 

required to make such a request.  
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Photo by Anton on Unsplash 

Frequency of cleaning 

To bring EFCC Guidance in line with that issued in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland, we amend guidance as follows: 5.8  Churches must set 

clear use and cleaning guidance for toilets, with increased frequency of 

cleaning in line with usage. 

 
 

 

Reminder 

This area isn't covered in COVID government guidance but is seen as best 

practice in re-opening any building; EFCC has added an additional requirement 

to the guidance issued on 6th July:  3.10  A Legionella risk assessment must 

be carried out and steps taken to limit risk.  It can simply be added to your 

existing assessment document. 

Any churches where EFCC are all-purpose trustees MUST meet this 

requirement.  Further details can be found here.  
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We are here to help - if you are in any doubt about any aspect of re-opening, 

including risk assessment, contact Steve Horton, who will do his very best to 

help.  
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

     

 
 

 

The Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches is a registered charity no. 262802. 

If you wish to be removed from this mailing list, or want to update your email address, please 

contact paulwalker@efcc.org.uk 
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